MSMVCD BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The District is governed by a Board of Trustees,
with each board member representing one
of the cities or towns and two from each
county within the District boundaries. Trustees
are appointed by their city or town councils
or by the county Board of Supervisors.
The Board of Trustees is responsible for
setting policy, oversight and approval of
expenditures, and setting the budget.

A vector is any insect or
other arthropod, rodent, or
other animal of public health
significance capable of causing
human discomfort, injury,
or capable of harboring or
transmitting the causative
agents of human disease.

ABOUT US
MARIN/SONOMA
MOSQUITO & VECTOR
CONTROL DISTRICT

MISSION STATEMENT

The Marin/Sonoma Mosquito & Vector
Control District is committed to protecting
the health and welfare of the communities
from mosquitoes and vector-borne disease.

OUR SERVICES

Our programs and services are supported by
property taxes and are provided free of charge
to all residents in Marin and Sonoma counties.
Our services include:
• Mosquito Control & Mosquitofish
• Ground-Nesting Yellowjacket Control
• Rodent Control Advice

Marin/Sonoma Mosquito
& Vector Control District
595 Helman Lane, Cotati, CA 94931
Monday through Friday 7:00am to 3:30pm

1.800.231.3236 or 707.285.2200
www.msmosquito.com

Protecting public health since 1915

OUR HISTORY

MSMVCD DEPARTMENTS

On May 25, 1915, the California Legislature
passed the “Mosquito Abatement Act” (now
incorporated into the State Health and Safety
Code, Chapter 5 of Division 3) which formed the
basis for the creation, function and governing
powers of Mosquito Abatement Districts. This act
permitted local governments to collect revenues
and form special districts to protect the public
from mosquitoes and mosquito-borne disease.

LABORATORY
The laboratory performs disease surveillance
utilizing sensitive and specific
testing methods such as RTPCR (Reverse TranscriptionPolymerase Chain Reaction).
This information enables
rapid response to potential
mosquito and vector-borne
disease outbreaks. The lab also
works closely with the operations department to
design and conduct field research that helps to
ensure a comprehensive and efficient mosquito
control program. In addition, the lab identifies
mosquitoes and other arthropods for the public.

Prior to the passage of the Mosquito
Abatement Act, the San Rafael Improvement
Club had been in charge of mosquito
abatement activities in Marin County.
On November 6, 1915, the San Rafael
Improvement Club relinquished their equipment
and mosquito abatement duties to the
newly formed Mosquito Abatement District
No. 1 (MAD), the first officially organized
mosquito abatement district in California.
On January 3, 1983, MAD reorganized and
expanded its territory to include parts of
Sonoma County. Within the next two years the
demand for yellowjacket control and advice
on rodents began to increase. In response
to the public’s need for these services, the
District added the additional programs.

OPERATIONS
The operations department is responsible for the
implementation and execution of the District’s
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program.
This includes surveillance, source reduction,
and control of larval and adult mosquitoes.
FISHERIES
The fisheries department is responsible
for culturing mosquitofish (Gambusia
affinis) for the control of mosquitoes in
permanent and artificial water features.

On February 5, 1995, MAD officially changed its
name to Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and Vector
Control District (MSMVCD) to better reflect
the expanded services offered to the public.
In 2004, the public voted to annex the
unincorporated areas of Marin and Sonoma
counties into the MSMVCD service boundaries.

SHOP
The shop maintains the District facilities and
equipment. This includes
custom fabrication work and
modification of equipment
for the specific needs
associated with mosquito
control operations.

PUBLIC RELATIONS
The public relations department works
year round to inform, educate and raise
public awareness of mosquitoes and vector
borne-disease. This is achieved through the
dissemination of educational brochures, and
participation in local events such as health
fairs, parades, business events and community
gatherings. Presentations are available, free
of charge, on a variety of topics ranging from
mosquito control to rodent proofing your home.

EDUCATION
Since 1994, the District has offered a free
education program called “Mosquito
School” to all schools in Marin and Sonoma
counties. Mosquito School includes an inclass presentation, supplemental educational
activities and a Mosquito Life Cycle Kit
(with live mosquitoes) that classes keep
for a week. This program teaches students
how to protect themselves, their families,
and even their pets from mosquitoes.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
The information technology department is
responsible for managing and tracking all
applications of EPA registered materials,
maintaining source
documentation
information, GPS
tracking, and
website design.

